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Unit 13 - A Dozen Cousins

13A Introduction

Do you come from a big family? The rapper in this song tells us about his 12 cousins. Each one is 
different from the others.

13B Song Lyrics

Listen up, everybody; now I’m going to tell you something,
I have a whole bunch of weird cousins.
I have like 12 in all; that’s a dozen,
A dozen cousins and they are always up to something.
Jules is a runner; she runs on the track,
Dashing this way and that, moving fast.
Too bad she just hurt her calf,
And that’s her lower leg; it cut her speed in half.

And now she runs about as fast as a calf,
And that’s a baby cow; I know, it’s crazy how
One minute you’re fast, next minute you’re slow,
One minute you stay and the next minute you go.
Plus there’s Jed, Jesse, and Zach,
They make pillow forts, and then they attack
Each other with pillows, nearly all night,
To add a dash of fun, a little bit, all right?

Monique is a farmer, plus she loves birds,
She works with a lot of cows, a whole herd.
And I heard, she plants plants in the dirt,
That’s the soil; you get the picture?
And I have a cousin Tito, older than my dad,
And he makes banners; and those are like flag
With words written on them, and they’re so nice,
That’s half of my cousins now you know what they’re like.
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You can’t do it by yourself,
You can’t do it by yourself,
’Cause it takes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,
8, 9, 10, 11, and 12!            
 (x2)

Karen folds shirts and pants; 
She bends them and tries to makes them look fancy. 
Well, not fancy, but kind of nice,
She has a nickname for me, “Dynamite.”
Bruce, Olive, and Jen, they live in a dome,
Like an upside down bowl they call home.
They built the dome out of glass, so they see 
Everything happening out on the street.

Kacie is a hunter; she goes out in the woods and 
Shoots deer, brings them home and cooks them.
She has a rug; she said it’s a bearskin,
It’s scary, but it feels fuzzy on my bare skin,
My legs when I’m in shorts; they’re not covered.
Kacie lives with Ronnie, and that’s her brother.
He works a wrecking ball,
That’s a ball that swings and makes the tall buildings fall. 
Yes, the old buildings get destroyed and demolished, 
My cousin makes them fall—honest!
There’s so much that you can do with help,
Just ask my cousins number one through 12.

You can’t do it by yourself,
You can’t do it by yourself,
’Cause it takes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,
8, 9, 10, 11, and 12!             
(x2)
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calf 
(noun)  1. Your calf is the back part of your leg between the ankle and the knee. 
My calf	always hurts when I run.

2. A calf is a young cow or bull. There was a calf out in the field next to her
mother.

dash 
(verb)  If you dash somewhere, you go there very quickly. We had to dash to 

the store before it closed.	
(noun)  A dash is a very small amount of something. The recipe said to put a 
dash of cinnamon in the hot chocolate.

demolish 
(verb)  If you demolish something, you tear it down or destroy it. 

The construction workers had to demolish the old building. 

dome 
(noun)  A dome is a roof that is in the shape of an upside-down 
bowl. At the top of the big building in India, there were big, white domes.

dozen 
(noun)  A dozen is 12 of something. We got a dozen eggs at the grocery store.

banner / bare / calf / dash / demolish / dome / dozen / fold / herd / soil

banner 
(noun) A banner is a kind of flag with words on 
it. There was a big banner	outside the store 
that said “Grand Opening.”

bare 
(adj)  If something is bare, it is not covered by 

anything. Yoon was wearing a sleeveless shirt.  
Her arms were bare.

13C Words Defined
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fold 
(verb)  When you fold something, you bend it over so that one part rests 

on another. One of my chores is to fold the laundry.
(noun)  A fold is the mark left on something when it is bent over on itself. 
There was a fold in the middle of the picture.

herd 
(noun)  A herd is a group of animals that move and eat together. 
The elephants traveled in a herd to look for food.

soil 
(noun)  Soil is dirt that plants grow in. We put the seed in the soil and waited for it to grow.
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13D Synonyms

Circle the word on the right that matches the meaning of the word or phrase on the left.

dash fold demolish
soil herd dozen 
calf banner fold 
dome soil dozen 

1. to tear something down
2. dirt
3. the lower back part of your leg
4. another word for the number 12
5. a roof that is shaped like an upside-down bowl herd dome soil

banner / bare / calf / dash / demolish / dome / dozen / fold / herd / soil



banner / bare / calf / dash / demolish / dome / dozen / fold / herd / soil

13E Fill in the Blank

Write the word in the blank so that the sentence makes sense.

1. Marcy took out her markers and crayons. She made a big __________________________________ that said
“Welcome Home, Mom!”

dome	 banner	 soil 

2. Paul took his shoes and socks off. He walked along the beach in his __________________________________ feet.

bare	 fold	 dome

3. Fong had to __________________________________ the letter to make it fit inside the envelope.

dash	 fold	 demolish

4. There was a big rainstorm during the picnic. We had to __________________________________ to the car so we
didn’t get soaked.

herd	 banner	 dash

5. There was a __________________________________ of cows eating grass in the field

herd	 calf	 soil
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13F Connections

banner / bare / calf / dash / demolish / dome / dozen / fold / herd / soil

Each sentence has a strong connection with one of the words from the unit. Write the correct 
word on the line below.

1. There was a baby cow at the petting zoo.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. We bought 12 bagels at the bakery.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. When Ashish got to the end of the race, there was a big sign that said “Finish.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. When Asia took the dollar out of her wallet, it had a bend down the middle.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. The chef sprinkled a little bit of powdered sugar onto the rice pudding.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



13G Applying Meanings

Circle the letter that makes sense or answers the question.

1. Danny saw a herd of elephants at the zoo. What did he see?
(A) One elephant
(B) A large group of elephants
(C) A sick elephant
(D) A baby elephant

2. The house across the street was going to be demolished. What does that mean?
(A) It was going to be sold to a new family.
(B) It was going to be painted.
(C) It was going to be torn down and destroyed.
(D) It was going to be made bigger.

3. The roof of the stadium was shaped like a dome. What was the shape of the roof?
(A) It looked like a pyramid.
(B) It was round like the top of a ball.
(C) The stadium didn’t have a roof.
(D) It was pointy like a tall building.

4. Which of these places is best for walking around with bare feet?
(A) a rocky hill
(B) a dirty swamp
(C) a muddy field
(D) your clean house 

5. The plants needed a special type of soil to grow. What did the plants need?
(A) special water with vitamins
(B) special dirt
(C) special containers
(D) special spray
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banner / bare / calf / dash / demolish / dome / dozen / fold / herd / soil

small eyes, a large nose, and a big mouth. 
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13H Reading

Read the passage below and then answer the questions that follow.

The Habits of the Hippo
A hippo is a very large and heavy animal. An adult hippo can weigh two or three tons. That’s 

about as much as two or three cars! A hippo has a big round body and short legs. It has a short tail, 

Name: Date:
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Hippos live in Africa. They live in very hot 
places. They keep cool during the hot days 
by resting in the water. Hippos stay close 
together. You might see a dozen hippos 
resting side by side in the water. Hippos also 
like to keep cool by going into mud pools. 
They cover their skin with mud. The mud 
helps protect their skin from the hot sun. 
Hippos can also swim underwater. They can 
stay underwater for five minutes at a time.

Mother hippos take good care of their 
babies. Each mother tries to keep her baby 
away from dangerous animals. Hippos work together, too. They rest, travel, hunt, and sleep in 
a herd. By staying together in a large group, they can keep safe. It is not safe for baby hippos to 
stay on land. If a baby hippo is left alone, a hungry lion might dash over and eat it. When a 
mother hippo goes up on land to look for food, the other hippo moms will babysit.  

Hippos rest and sleep in rivers and pools during the day. When the sun goes down, hippos 
leave the water to eat grass. They pull the grass right out of the soil with their strong teeth. 
When the ground is bare, the hippos need to move to find a new feeding place. Hippos also 
like to eat leaves, nuts, fruit, and plants that grow underwater.



Name: Date:

Unit 13

The Word Up Project: Level Turquoise

1. Where do hippos live?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What do hippos do during the day?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why do hippos stay together?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What animals would try to eat a baby hippo?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What do hippos eat?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Bonus: Crossword Puzzle 
Solve this crossword puzzle.  1  2 

 3 

 4  5  6 

 7 

 8 

 9  10 

 C�������� W������TM� 

 ACROSS 

 1  Joy had to ________________ 
 her art project to make it fit in
 her backpack. 

 4  The opposite of walking slowly 
 7  We bought some 

 ________________ at the
 plant store. 

 9  When you wear shorts, some 
 parts of your legs are
 ________________. 

 10  Some roofs are shaped like a 
 ________________. 

 DOWN 

 2  They had to 
 ________________ the church 
 after the terrible fire. 

 3  A type of flag with words on it 
 5  Some animals travel in a 

 ________________ to keep
 safe. 

 6  Twelve 
 8  A young bull is called a 

 ________________. 
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